CLEMENCEAU

the result of well-arranged collaboration between clerical
organisers of treachery, inspired by Austria, German agents,
with unlimited financial backing, who had sympathisers in
high place, and honest and dishonest fanatics of the pacifist
persuasion, does not admit of question. Certain it is that in
this one case alone German underground machinations were
responsible for the crushing defeat of an army of 500,000 men,
holding a position where 50,000 good troops could have held a
million at bay.*

But if Great Britain, the United States, and Italy were thus
honeycombed with secret service agents from Germany, the
nation which the Kaiser, his Chief of Staff and the Junkers were
most anxious to crush down beyond the possibility of recovery
was still more imperilled by astute German infiltration. , Up
to the crisis of Agadir in 1911, French finance was, to an ever
increasing extent, manipulated by German Jews, who made it
their special business to become more Parisian than the
Parisians themselves. They were consequently regarded with
favour by people whose patriotism was beyond question.
Scarcely a great French finance institution but had close
relations in some form with Germans, whose continuous
attention to business and excellent general information
rendered them valuable coadjutors for the French, who, as a
rule, are not very exactly informed on foreign matters. Very
few saw any danger in this. It seemed, indeed, a natural
result of the great growth of German trade, as well as of the
position which Germans had acquired as capable managers of
the growing French factory industry in the North-Eastern
provinces.

This latter point is of importance. So long as any industry
remains in the old form, where individual skill, meticulous
attention to detail, and close observance of quality are the
rule, the French are second to laone in their methods. But
when the next stage is reached, and machine production

* I happen to know the configuration of this district well, having
walked all over it in 1866, after I went up into the Tyjol with Garibaldi. ,
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